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Theatre and Dance Dept. presents
an electrifying production of “Grease”

Film Review:
“Black Panther:
Wakanda
Forever”
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cassandra.bauer@go.winona.edu

B

HEIDI HANSON
features editor
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G

rease” has taken the hearts
of countless people since the
musical’s creation in 1971, and the
subsequent release of the iconic
movie of the same name in 1978
which starred Olivia Newton-John
and John Travolta. Despite its
questionable overall theme, it
remains a charming and hilarious
classic performance for a variety of
audiences.
Winona State University’s
Theatre and Dance Department
presented their own production of
“Grease” from Nov. 16-19, displaying four fantastic and charismatic performances. Equipped
with a high number of props, lit
herbal cigarettes and a working gokart style car on stage, the audience
was in for an emotional rollercoaster of tears, gasps and many, many
laughs.
The show started off with the
“Rydell High School Reunion”,
which eventually made its way
into the iconic “Summer Nights”.
Starting the show off with such
high energy set up the rest of the
show and spiked excitement in the
audience. Bright costumes, clean

“This cast was just amazing to work with. We all got along extremely well,
and I consider a lot of these people to be my best friends,” Hannah Beumer
said. “I seriously don’t think I have ever worked with a cast that meshed
this well.” Photo contributed by Theatre Department.

choreography and a powerful cast
can make a show that much better,
and this show was no different.
One of the aspects of the show
that made it more interesting as
an audience member but more
difficult as a cast or crew member
was all of the moving pieces of the
props, costumes, choreography,
lights, music and more.
Eli Ammons, computer science
major and theatre minor and sound
tech for the show, stated that the
most difficult part of the show
were pieces with many individuals
and groups singing because of the
balancing that needs to happen
behind the scenes.
“Summer nights was my hardest song. Any song with a lot of
ensemble solos really can test my
bandwidth when I have to turn everyone up and down to make sure
everyone can be heard,” Ammons
said.
Hannah Beumer, a psychology
major and theatre minor, played
Marty in the show and commented
on the intricacy of the props and
timing of each of them. Each prop

and costume change made being
on stage a balancing act, where
one little mistake would throw off
a whole scene. This was illustrated
well when a close save was orchestrated back stage during one of the
shows.
“I forgot to set my robe for the
scene in Marty’s bedroom on
Thursday night; Elise set it for me
when she realized it wasn’t there,
and she seriously saved me from a
really bad goof up,” Beumer stated.
“I have no idea what I would have
done without her in that moment.”
Louisa Schirmacher, English language and literature major, played
Sandy in the show, and she elaborated on the intricacies of the show
when explaining that costume
mishaps are very common and are
often difficult to rope into a scene
flawlessly.

lack Panther: Wakanda Forever”, the highly anticipated
sequel to Ryan Coogler’s 2018
smash hit, pays tribute to the late
Chadwick Boseman who originally
donned the persona of the titular
character.
As the nation of Wakanda is
grieving the loss of their king
T’Challa, the rest of the world is
attempting to exploit their source
of Vibranium, a rare mineral
seemingly only found in Wakanda.
After being overtaken by the Dora
Milaje, the CIA and U.S. Navy
Seals put their efforts into seeking
Vibranium elsewhere.
Utilizing a Vibranium detecting
machine created by MIT student
and tech prodigy Riri Williams
(Dominique Thorne), they find the
powerful metal deep underwater.
Upon finding it, they are met with
a losing battle from the hidden
aquatic kingdom of Talokan. This
new threat, led by Namor who his
people call the “Feathered Serpent
God”, has villainous intentions of
destroying the colonizing surface
world. Shuri (Letitia Wright) the
princess of Wakanda then has to
attempt to save her people and the
rest of the surface world.
If I’ve lost you, don’t worry,
I’m a little lost too. This movie
has a lot of ideas at play. Underneath the convoluted plot, there
is a moving story about grief and
loss, but you have to dig through
all of the franchise expectations to
find it. Marvel injects its movies
with cheap sarcastic banter, just
enough references to its past films
to hold on to its dedicated fanbase
and vague nods to potential future
projects, sometimes at the expense
of a good story.

continued on page 2, “Grease”
continued on page 5, Wakanda

Study Abroad Office hosts informational panel with
study abroad alumni
Kleman and Annika Schultz, were
of the first group of students to be
able to travel through Winona State
tudy Abroad sends students
University after COVID, having
around the world every year
gone to Costa Rica in the summer
for opportunities of intercultural
of 2022.
experience, enrichment and
Susan Niedzwiecki-Pham,
learning. On Thursday Nov. 17,
Director of Study Abroad,
a panel of study abroad alumni
commented that while there was
students talked about their
a travel ban, recruitment, student
experiences. These students studied applications and advising never
in vastly different places like Costa stopped.
Rica, Ireland, the United Kingdom,
“With every application deadline
Germany and Rome, but they all
for every term that students
agreed that their experiences were
were looking to go abroad, we
life changing.
were recruiting, students were
Although COVID-19 shut down
completing applications, we were
study abroad opportunities for
advising because we didn’t know,
over two years, the program has
maybe [the travel ban] would be
been working on returning to
lifted that term,” Niedzwieckipre-pandemic conditions. Earlier
Pham said.
this semester, there was the
Study Abroad Fair on Sept. 8 that
provided students with information
on study away opportunities. Two
of Thursday’s panelists, Allison
continued on page 4, Study
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The Study Abroad Office offers
programs in over 45 countries.
Popular destinations include
Spain, United Kingdom, South
Korea and Costa Rica.
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continued from page 1

“On closing night during “Summer
Nights”, the cardigan I wear around
my shoulders slipped off and I had to
make the split-second choice to put it
back on and hope it didn’t fall again
or just toss it to the side,” Schirmacher
stated. “The latter is what I chose to
do.”
The only way to notice small
mishaps such as this was arguably
to see the show multiple times; any
little change or mistake was covered
well enough where it was less of an
“oh no” moment and more of “that
was different from last night!” The
cast and crew’s dedication to fluency
was shown throughout the shows and
made being in the audience even more
enjoyable.
Another aspect of the show that
was unforgettable has to be the real lit
herbal cigarettes on stage. This may
have added another level of potential
mishap on stage, but in my opinion,
brought the corresponding scenes to
the next level.
“Matches are pretty scary for me,
and using them on stage was even
scarier. Definitely did not want to light
myself on fire,” Beumer said. “But in
the end, we learned how to deal with
them properly and we felt safe.”
Humor is a huge part of “Grease”
the musical, and WSU’s Theatre
Department did not disappoint (as per
usual!). Arguably one of the funniest scenes in the show, Roger (Nick
Tentis) sings to Jan (Senorah Goldoff)
a song about his hobby of “mooning.”
Tentis and Goldoff’s commitment to
their characters and charisma on stage
had audiences roaring with laughter
and was definitely a highlight in the
show.
A rather surprising moment in the
show was when Kenickie (Joshua
Harrison) entered the scene by driving a miniature ‘50s truck on stage.
Equipped with working doors and
removable hub caps, the car made its
appearance several times throughout
the show and elicited laughter every
time.
The cast made it very clear that this
was a very close knit, safe group of
people to be around during the rehearsal process. Eli Anderson, a math
major and theater minor and Eugene
in the show, elaborated on this idea.

Thomas Lechnir (Danny Zuko), Joshua Harrison (Kenichie), Gavin Anderson McElligott (Doody), Oliver Harry (Sonny Latierri) and Nick Tentis (Roger), performing “Greased Lightning”. Photo contributed by WSU Theatre Deptartment.
“This show has been one of my
favorites; you only get a cast that gets
along so well only once every blue
moon,” Anderson said. “This cast
was always willing to work together,
there wasn’t any bad blood and it was
just always fun to come, work on and
perform this show.”
It seems that this cast and crew was
an exceptionally fun group, as many
actors and cast members echoed Anderson’s sentiment.
“This cast was just amazing to work
with. We all got along extremely well,
and I consider a lot of these people
to be my best friends,” Beumer said.
“I seriously don’t think I have ever
worked with a cast that meshed this
well.”
Altogether, “Grease” was a whirlwind of laughter, tears and everything
in between. The show, dedicated to
Heather Williams-Williams’ mother
and including a large and hardworking cast and crew, was a pleasure to
attend, especially more than once; it’s
clear everyone involved put their all
into each and every performance.
“Adding on to that, what made this
show really special was the fantastic
cast; everyone showed up to every rehearsal with good attitudes and loads
of insights into the characters and
story of Grease, so it truly felt like a
world we built together,” Schirmacher
said.

Winona State University’s Theatre and Dance Department presented
their own production of “Grease” from Nov. 16-19, displaying four
fantastic and charismatic performances. Equipped with a high number of props, lit herbal cigarettes and a working go-kart style car
on stage, the audience was in for an emotional rollercoaster of tears,
gasps and many, many laughs. Photo contributed by WSU Theatre
Department.
Second semester for the Winona
State Theatre and Dance Department
will be jam-packed with other performances to attend. For example, Dancescape 2023 will be performed Feb.
16-18, 2023. The remaining performances are on the THAD Department
“Current Season” page.
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Winona Model Legislature reconvenes for 60th year
SOPHIA SAILER
news editor
sophia.sailer@go.winona.edu

1

75 students ranging from seventh graders to Winona State
University students participated in
the largest annual model legislature
yet at Donna J. Helble Atrium of
Winona State University’s
Education Village.
On Thursday, Nov. 17 and
Friday, Nov. 18, the 2022 Winona
Model Legislature returned to Winona State. Schools that participated
were Bluffview Montessori School,
Cotter High School, Rushford-Peterson High School, Winona Senior
High School, Winona State University and Minnesota State College
Southeast Technical.
Minnesota State Representative
Gene Pelowski talked about what
the model legislature is and what it
is meant to teach the children and
young adults involved.
“This is based on the Minnesota legislature. Excuse, taking
bills from the House and Senate
with the Minnesota legislature and
debating them in eight standing
committees in the morning. They
have their own house and own
senate. Their own governor. They
learn to amend the bill the same
way we do, and they have a handson experience,” Pelowski said.
Madison Mundt, a Winona State
fourth-year social science history
teaching major, talked about the
process of being a part of the model legislature as a student.
“We had the opportunity to
choose which committee we wanted to be the chair administrator for,
however, the role of chair administrator was given to us by Rep-

On Thursday, Nov. 17 and Friday, Nov. 18, the 2022 Winona
Model Legislature returned to
Winona State.
resentative Pelowski. The reason
that I chose the Environmental and
Agricultural committee is because
I grew up, worked, and still work
on my family’s dairy farm. Seeing
what bills are being introduced,
written and passed that would affect my family’s farm is something
that I took great interest in,”
Mundt stated.
Mundt also spoke about the type
of education and experience she
gets from this event.
“Being in the Environmental and
Agricultural committee definitely
opened my eyes to the different
types of bills that the state of
Minnesota is proposing and how
they want to better our state. This
experience helped not only me,
but the high school students learn
how to voice their opinions, even if
they are different from others and
how to be respectful to those with

SOPHIA SAILER
news editor
sophia.sailer@go.winona.edu

differing opinions. This was also
a great opportunity for me and my
classmates to interact with the age
groups that we hope to teach in the
future,” Mundt said.
Eric Schulz, a fifth year at Winona State, talked about his experience at the Model Legislature.
“I loved every minute of the experience, although very stressful at
times. I was able to make connections with classmates that I would
not have without the experience,
as well as watch a future generation of children practice such an
awesome and important part of our
democracy,” Schulz said.
Nicholas Sticha, a fourth-year
secondary education history teaching major, spoke about what he
got out of the experience as well,
highlighting the communication
skills he gained.
“Besides learning about the

legislative system and how to run
a committee, I think the biggest
skill I learned over the two days
is how to get young people to
communicate and ask questions
when they don’t know everyone
in the ‘group’. There was a lot
of nervous and timid students
that came to participate in Model
Legislature and once we were able
to get through to them that no one
was there to make fun of them or
laugh at them they started to open
up and make the committees more
educational and engaging,” Sticha
said. “So the biggest thing I took
away from Model Legislature was
understanding how to engage middle/high schoolers, to participate
in discussion and motivating them
to talk about each other’s bills in
order to make them stronger,”
Sticha said.
Mundt thanked Rep. Pelowksi
for this unique experience, considering that Winona is the only place
currently thus far that has a model
legislature designated for students.
Metro State is planning on duplicating the model legislature in
the future.
“I would just like to say thank
you to Representative Pelowski for
allowing me and my classmates to
take part in the model legislator.
Also, a thank you to my classmates
for making this a fun experience
that I will remember for a long
time,” Mundt said.

Winona State hosts Najib Azad for Global Education Week

OLIVIA PRONDZINSKI
news reporter
olivia.prondzinski@go.winona.edu

I

n honor of Global Education
Week, Winona State University held many events to celebrate.
Global Education Week took place
from Nov. 14-18. The week is
an annual worldwide awareness
raising initiative that celebrates the
benefits of international education
and exchange.
Some events from the week
included a Tai Chi demonstration,
study abroad presentations and an
international grocery bingo. Another event from Global Education
Week was Beyond Evacuation:
From the Himalayas to the Statue
of Liberty. This series consisted
of the main presentation and then
also had an extended discussion
session.
International Student and Scholar
Services on campus were contact-

ed by the Winona Afghan Support
Network about an interesting
person, Najib Azad, who had been
helping them with
Pashto translation.
Azad had been evacuated from
Afghanistan last August and currently lives in Stevens Point, Wis.
Azad is a former spokesperson for
the last President of Afghanistan,
Ashraf Ghani. He has also written
a book about the fall of Afghanistan, “Beyond Evacuation: From
the Himalayas to the Statue
of Liberty”.
“The United States has been
involved in Afghanistan for years
and now also hosts many people
who were forced to leave when the
U.S. pulled out,” Renee Stowell,
study abroad scholarship coordinator, said. “Gaining insight into Afghanistan and its people not only
helps us understand the history and
current situation but allows us to

better support the refugees here in
Winona and throughout the
United States.”
Stowell helped with the logistics
and publicity of the event.
Azad’s talk did not include any
photos or videos because he did
not want to induce anxiety from
the sorrow and graphic images.
“It was the hardest time anyone
could image. You can only watch
those things in movies, but we
have experienced it,” Azab said. “I
believe it was one of the biggest
tragedies of this century.”
Azab studied at the Standford
School of Law in Afghanistan
before revolution. He gave the
audience a description of what
the country was like before things
changed and what it looked like
after as well.
The speaker’s main message
of the presentation was that the
people of Afghanistan are not just

what is portrayed on the news.
Although terrible things have happened, and continue to happen, it
does not reflect who they are.
“The people have remarkable
culture and history of perseverance. Njiab and his family went
through so much to escape and
come to the U.S., but he does what
he can to support other refugees
and be a bridge between our culture,” Stowell said.
International Student and Scholar Services has been working on
coordinating this event since the
beginning of the Fall semester.
“We hope to continue with
speakers raising awareness of
global issues during International
Education Week in future years,”
Stowell said.

CRIME AND SAFETY REPORTS
Monday,
Nov. 21

Tuesday,
Nov. 22

Wednesday,
Nov. 23

Thursday,
Nov. 24

Friday,
Nov. 25

Saturday,
Nov. 26

Sunday,
Nov. 27

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

5:20 p.m.
Irene Renee Burns
arrested for three
traffic charges and
two drug charges.

3:13 a.m.
Thomas Marland
Gibson arrested for
one charge of predatory offender.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.
5:20 p.m.
Terrell Desean
Watkins arrested for
three drug charges,
one theft charge, one
obstructing legal process charge, and one
pharmacy charge.
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Continued from page 1

One of the topics of discussion
at the study abroad alumni event
was how the panelists’ experiences affected them and how they
grew from studying abroad. Renae Ingalls, fifth-year elementary
education with an early childhood
emphasis major, studied abroad in
Ireland in Fall 2019. Ingalls talked
about how studying abroad helped
her get out of her comfort zone and
become more confident.
“I’m very much an introvert. I
don’t like doing things that I’m not
used to, but I was like, ‘I just need
to do it,’ and I threw myself out of
the comfort box. And ever since
then, I have definitely been able to
do it more and more as I continue
to get older,” Ingalls said.
Ingall plans to travel abroad
again in Spring 2023 through
Educators Abroad to complete her
student teaching hours in Berlin,
Germany and Ireland.
“I am so excited honestly, I hope
that [Study Abroad] continues
to get way more popular again,”
Ingalls said.
Winona State offers a variety of
study abroad options that range
in duration and location. These

"We currently have students
studying abroad and our numbers are quickly increasing to
pre-pandemic numbers," Niedzwiecki-Pham said.

THE WINONAN

programs can be split into two
main categories. First, faculty-led
programs which tend to be shorter (2 to 3 weeks) and also earn
fewer credits (3 to 6). Faculty-led
programs also often occur over an
academic break (winter, spring or
summer break). The second category, semester/summer programs,
are much longer and run the entire
length of a semester, summer or
academic year. These programs
also offer more credits, but both
give students opportunities to learn
about another culture, language,
their own culture and experience
personal growth.
“Only about 10 percent of undergraduates participate in a study
abroad during their college career.
This sets you apart from others
with a same degree or work experience,” Niedzwiecki-Pham said.
A common concern when thinking about studying abroad is the
aspect of financing such a trip. It
may come as a surprise, but some
programs cost less than a semester
at Winona State, and, of course,
some programs cost more. When
considering study abroad, Niedzwiecki-Pham commented that
advising is an important part to
personalize a trip to one’s needs.
Further, financial aid and scholarships can be used to help cover the

JOSEPH EICHELE
photo editor
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“I am so excited honestly, I hope
that [Study Abroad] continues to
get way more popular again,”
Ingalls said.
costs of study abroad.
Annika Schultz, fourth-year student majoring in legal studies and
Spanish, studied abroad in Costa
Rica in Summer 2022 to fulfill
her cultural immersion goal that is
part of the Spanish major program.
Schultz commented on how she
grew a lot through study abroad,
gaining new skills and learning
about Costa Rica’s culture. Schultz
also gave some advice to anyone
planning on studying abroad.
“They should go in with an open
mind and ability to be flexible,”
Schultz said. “While you probably
have some kind of program, itinerary, or guide, or might have some
ideas of how a place might be, you
will be surprised by something
there and it is really important to
be open-minded and accepting of
everyone there. And then to be able
to be flexible…in everything you
encounter there because you can’t
really anticipate everything you’re
going to see.”
All the panelists at the study
abroad alumni event agreed that
any students thinking about study
abroad should pursue it. The Study
Abroad Office is in Maxwell Hall
room 105. There are also opportunities for peer advising
through appointment.
“If you even have any sort of
interest, you should just go for it,

JOSEPH EICHELE
photo editor
joseph.eichele@go.winona.edu

don’t even hold back,” Ingalls said.
“Going through college and studying somewhere other than your
university, you can’t create that
experience anywhere else. This is
the time to do that.”
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Wakanda
continued from page 1

On top of that, there are far
too many characters to keep
track of. Every time someone
new came on screen I had to ask
myself “Am I supposed to know
who that is?” In order to understand some parts of this movie,
you have to be very invested in
the Marvel Cinematic Universe.
But if you are this invested in
everything Marvel has been putting out, there are some details
to note for the future.
But with that being said, if
you’re willing to put aside all
the small side characters that
are forced into the movie, and
the occasional cringe moment
of dialogue, there is a good
story here. There is a unique
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Film Review: “Wendell and Wild”
Page 5

Film Review: “X”
Page 6

Shuri loses her brother and we
lose a great actor.
Ryan Coogler delivers another
box office success for the MCU,
but “Wakanda Forever” does
not have the same cultural impact that its predecessor brought
to the world. If only Coogler’s
version of Wakanda’s story
could be told without the Marvel Machine weighing it down.
Watch “Black Panther:
Wakanda Forever” in theaters
Screengrab from: “Black Panther: Wakanda Forever”. “Black Panther:
now.
Wakanda Forever” is Marvel’s latest movie directed by Ryan Coogler.
The film released on Nov. 11, 2022 and stars Letitia Wright, Angela
Bassett and Tenoch Huerta.

and complex villain that feels
different from many of Marvel’s stale one-note antagonists.
Numerous strong female leads
are refreshing and welcomed in
the male-dominated world of
superheroes. Shuri and her new

sidekick of sorts, Riri Williams,
who are both smart young
black women, I hope will have
a bright future in the following iterations of the franchise.
Most notably the film provides
a somber story about grief as
Wakanda loses its king,

CASSANDRA BAUER
film reviewer
cassandra.bauer@go.winona.edu

Film Review: “Wendell and Wild”
SIERRA LARSON
news reporter
sierra.larson@go.winona.edu

I

was supposed to hate myself
for the rest of my life. But
now, I don’t have to. I’m a Hellmaiden with amazing friends.
Even you, Wendell and Wild,”
Kat said.
This is quote from the very end
of the stop-motion film “Wendell
and Wild”, available now on Netflix. The quote describes a central
plot point of the film: the main
character Kat struggling with the
death of her parents.
“Wendell and Wild” follows
Kat, 13-year-old protagonist, as
she returns to her home, Rust
Bank, five years after the passing
of her parents.
Kat’s design is so unique and
modern. She wears these tall
black boots with many clasps.
She also has a variety of piercings, green hair and a modified
school uniform.
I loved Kat’s design because
I could see someone in the real-world wearing something just
like it. Her makeup and piercings
are beautiful as well, they make
her feel like a real person making
real choices of how she wants to
look.
Rust Bank has changed since
Kat was last there. Her parents’
brewery was destroyed in a fire
and Klax Korp has taken over
everything.
Throughout the film, Kat cannot seem to forgive herself for
her parents’ death. She believes
it was her scream that led to their
car veering off a bridge, and, ultimately, her parents’ deaths.
There is one scene in particular
that caught my eye during this
part of the film. The car sinks

Screengrab from: “Wendell and Wild". “Wendell and Wild”, released on Oct. 21, 2022, and is about two
demons who strike a deal with a “punk rock loving” teenager, Kat, as they live out their dreams in the Land
of the Living.

deeper and deeper and young Kat
is just floating underwater looking at it.
This scene has been in my head
on replay since I watched the
film. It just feels so raw.
Kat misses her parents terribly.
In an interesting turn of events,
she discovers she is a Hellmaiden, a person who can summon
demons to the land of the living.
Kat’s personal demons are none
other than demon brothers Wendell and Wild. They promise Kat
that they will bring back her parents if she summons them from
the underworld.
Wendell and Wild’s designs
are also captivating. They look
exactly like their voice actors,
Keegan-Michael Key and Jordan
Peele.
Kat agrees with the demons,
and she is marked by them. Her
hand now has the face of a de-

mon on it.
The demon mark controls Kat
and in order to overcome it she
realizes she must acknowledge
and take ownership of her own
traumatic memories.
Kat calls the demons above
ground, but things do not go as
planned. The demon brothers
are so invested in building their
Dream Faire, that they no longer
want to resurrect her parents.
Kat’s parents are brought back
to life by another party and Kat
gets to see them one more time.
Her parents show Kat that Rust
Bank is still worth saving from
Klax Korp.
In an incredible, visually appealing and emotional scene, we
see Kat battle against the physical representation of her memories.
It’s built of her dad’s old boombox Cyclops and the car her

parents died in. Chains connect
them together. This may be my
favorite scene of the entire film.
The way it shows Kat’s mental
struggles as both a visual and
physical representation is brilliant.
Kat, with the help of her parents, classmates and faculty at
Rust Bank Catholic are able to
stop Klax Korp from destroying
the rest of Rust Bank.
One of the final scenes of the
film shows Kat showing her parents what the future looks like.
She describes how Rust Bank
is coming back to life and how
people are coming back home.

continued on page 6, Wendell

THIS WEEK IN WINONA

Wednesday,
Nov. 30

Thursday,
Dec. 1

Friday,
Dec. 2

Saturday,
Dec. 3

Sunday,
Dec. 4

Monday,
Dec. 5

Tuesday,
Dec. 6

Managing Stress and
Practicing Self Care
in College

Women’s Basketball
vs. Mankato

Winter Fest

Choir Concert

Holiday Concert

Final Exams Begin

Pizza w/ the Presidents

3 - 4 p.m.

5:30 p.m.

5 - 9 p.m.

7 - 9 p.m.

2 - 4 p.m.

8 a.m.

5 - 7 p.m.

Haake Hall 175 A & B

McCown Gymnasium

Kryzsko Commons

Somsen Hall Auditorium

Vivian Fusillo PAC
Recital Hall

Krueger Library
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importance of parents protecting
their children.
continued from page 5
While the film has gotten
This is a very special scene.
mixed reviews from critics,
Kat has finally accepted her
ranging from offbeat to stunning,
memories. She has even gotten to
it is still worth a watch. It has
say goodbye to her parents.
major representation; the story
This scene made me very
itself centers on a young black
emotional. Kat finally knows
girl who is finding her way in the
her place in the world and what
world.
she can do in the future. Kat also
The voice acting in this film
knows that she has friends. She
is very well done as well. Paris not alone anymore.
ticularly, the voice actress of
Overall, the movie shows the
Kat, Lyric Ross. Ross does an
importance of community and
incredible job portraying Kat’s
the acknowledgement and acteenage-angst and wide range of
ceptance of the past. “Wendell
emotions.
and Wild” also emphasizes the
More representation is found in

LIFE

a classmate named Raúl, who is
transgender. Another character,
Ms. Hunter, is indigenous.
Kat even struggles with panic attacks throughout the film,
which is not something that is
seen in media enough. It shows
the reality of how raw and sudden moments of panic are.
Kat’s panic attacks made her
a very relatable character to me,
as someone who also has panic
attacks. They also add a sense of
reality into a film that is largely
fictional.
The film tackles two other real-world problems: peer pressure
and the school to prison pipeline.

This film does an excellent job
of blending these real issues into
the fictional story.
While the plot and characters
in “Wendell and Wild” are different from Henry Selick’s other
pictures, those who enjoyed
“Coraline” and “The Nightmare
Before Christmas” will enjoy
this film as well.

SIERRA LARSON
news reporter
sierra.larson@go.winona.edu

Film Review: “X”
SOPHIA SAILER
news editor
sophia.sailer@go.winona.edu

X

” opens up exactly how
“Pearl” ended, but 60 years
later. A bunch of corpses laying
around presumably by the title
character, Pearl. But this time,
two things are noticeably different. This time, one, the police are
actually involved and are investigating the murders, and two,
there are way too many corpses
for it to be the same murder that
we witnessed at the end of the
last movie.
Ti West, director of “Pearl” and
“X”, made these two movies to
come out in the same year, with
“Pearl” acting as the prequel
to “X”. The main character in
“Pearl”, who is in her 20s during
the Spanish Flu in the 1920s,
flashes forward to her 80s in
1979.
“X” is a film about six people
creating a porn film, going to a
house that they rented, possibly
via a newspaper (kind of like
Airbnb today), where they are
staying and shooting in the guest
house of Pearl and Howard.
Things go awry as Pearl is
fixated on Maxine’s character
and as Pearl comes to terms with
the lack of sexual intercourse that
she is able to have with her husband. This is also foreshadowed
in “Pearl” when Pearl cheats on
her husband when she is unable
to have sex with him. Pearl and
her husband murder the group
because of their supposed Christian values.
“Mia Goth, who plays Pearl
in “Pearl”, also plays another
main character in “X”, but not
the same character she played
before. Goth now plays “Maxine
Minx” who has extremely parallel characteristics to Pearl, which

Screengrab from: “X”. “X” released on March 18, 2022, and is a horror movie that goes hand-in-hand
with the movie “Pearl”, which was released in September of this year.

becomes a theme in the film,
as even 80-year-old Pearl finds
Maxine to be similar to herself.
I was concerned on how I would
see Goth as a different character in this franchise other than
Pearl, but I think the film was
extremely smart to create her
character the way that they did.
Maxine’s mannerisms, voice, and
obviously face, is the exact same
to Pearl’s. Maxine even says the
exact same line as Pearl does in
the movie “Pearl”, exclaiming
“I’m a star!”
This similarity is the entire
basis of the movie, as Pearl becomes increasingly more jealous
of Maxine, which becomes the
basis for the murders. Even at the
end of the movie, Maxine leaves
Lorraine to die even though
she hears her suffering in the
basement, making the audience
wonder if Maxine is the second
version of Pearl.
Along with Mia Goth, we have
cast members such as Brittany

Snow (who plays Bobby-Lynne)
one main character in the film,
having been in many popular
films such as “John Tucker Must
Die”, “Pitch Perfect”, and many
more. Kid Cudi (who plays Jackson) as well plays a big role in
the film, doing a great job even
if acting is not what he is known
for.
Jenna Ortega, who plays the
initially small role of Lorraine in
the film, has an impressive acting repertoire thus far. Being in
shows such as “Jane the Virgin”
and will be playing as Wednesday Addams in Tim Burton’s
upcoming series “Wednesday”.
Ortega gives the most outstanding performance in the film. She
creates an extremely rounded
character that, aside from the
eventual murders that happen,
comes to understand her sexuality in a very interesting way.
I loved how every scene where
they are shooting the porno. We
watch as Lorraine goes from

disgust to intrigue to fascination
from what she sees before her.
Lorraine eventually asks her boyfriend for permission to join the
film. In response, he disapproves
and storms off despite criticizing
Lorraine the entire time for being
a prude.
Lorraine eventually does end
up acting in a scene in the film,
and she becomes extremely
empowered from the experience.
Unfortunately, the film does turn
into a thriller/horror film as her
boyfriend becomes the first victim of Pearl’s revenge.
I really enjoyed watching these
two movies consecutively, and I
actually do recommend watching
“Pearl” before “X” as you get
to see the history leading up to
some of the details in the film.
Overall, “X” is a great thriller
that will intrigue and entertain.
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Brian Bergstrom: From staff to head
coach, a new legacy begins
Page 7

Upper Iowa University ends the Warrior men’s basketball winning streak
Page 8

And with that, the 2022 football season comes to an end
SYERAH MULHERN-ALLRED
sports editor
syerah.mulhern-allred@go.winona.edu

T

he first year of the Bergstrom
era has brought a lot of positives along with the first playoff
game in five years, making it one
to remember.
The Warriors headed to Bemidji
State University for the second
time this season, the first being
week three of the season when the
Beavers won by a mere ten points.
With a chance for redemption,
the Warriors headed north to Chet
Anderson Stadium to play in the
brisk 12 degrees with wind coming
off Lake Bemidji.
The winning team would not be
jumping in the lake as the Beavers
did after the 68-degree game on
Sept. 17.
“We just approached it the same
way we do every week,” Carter
Duxbury said. “Just treated it as
any other game, need to focus on
ourselves doing our 1-11th every
snap.”
The first half was completely
scoreless on both sides thanks to a
strong defense from Winona State,
keeping Bemidji at bay.
The strong defense was led by
Clay Schueffner with 19 tackles
and an interception, followed by
Mitch Snitker with 12 tackles.
Aarion Lacy and Brian Corbins Jr.
also received interceptions during
Saturday’s match.

This was the first time all season
that an opponent had managed to
keep the Beavers scoreless.
However, this did not last into
the third quarter when the Beavers
scored 24 points in the first nine
minutes of the second half.
It was not until the score became
a huge difference of 31-0 that
quarterback Trevor Paulsen had a
42-yard touchdown. This touchdown accounted for 42 out of 54 of
his yards for the day.
To no surprise, Ty Gavin led the
rushing effort with 87 yards across
17 carries.
With the score ending 31-7, the
Bemidji State Beavers will adWarriors with the ball while bevance to the second of the playoffs ing tackled during round one of
to play Angelo State University in
the playoffs.
San Angelo, Tex. next Saturday.
big win on the road to playoffs”.
As for the Warriors, this marks
“I feel like I did take advantage
the end of the 2022 season and the of my last year,” Duxbury comend of the first year under Head
mented. “I was able to accomplish
Coach Brian Bergstrom.
a conference title that I’ve not done
For some seniors, this marks
yet in my seven years here.”
the end of their careers as well.
With a conference title and a
Darryl Williams, JMike Young,
playoff game, no matter the outMitch Snitker, Ricky Smalling,
come, it is a bittersweet moment
Jaylen Schleicher, Samuel Santiaafter a successful season overall.
go-Lloyd, Anthony Quinn, David
“The amount of work that our
Munson, Ben McCabe, Sawyer
guys have put in, I believe the last
Maly, Dominik London, Luc
11 months, is invigorating and it’s
Leszczynski, Corrie King, Duxmotivating and just really honored
bury, Payton Dachel, Brian Corbins to be a part of this program,” Head
Jr., Joe Carlson and Tyler Anderson Coach Brian Bergstrom said about
all will not be returning next seathe match in the post-game press
son, as previously mentioned in the conference.
article, “Football claims another
On Nov. 26 against Angelo State,

SYERAH MULHERN-ALLRED
sports editor
syerah.mulhern-allred@go.winona.edu

the Beavers ultimately fell 33-7
under the Texas lights.
With that, the quarterfinals consist of Indiana University – Pennsylvania against Shepherd University, Grand Valley State University
against Ferris State University,
Wingate against West Florida and
Angelo State against Colorado
School of Mines.
The semifinals will premiere on
Dec. 10 for the four teams that win
this upcoming week and the Championship game will be on Dec. 17
in McKinney, Tex.
And with that, the Warrior Football season comes to an end until
next fall.

Brian Bergstrom: From staff to head coach, a new legacy begins
KAILEY DOESECKLE
sports reporter
kailey.doeseckle@go.winona.edu

A

fter the legendary Tom Sawyer retired after 25 long years
at the conclusion of the 2021 Warrior football season, a new legacy
would have to begin on the field.
In January, Brian Bergstrom
would become the next iconic figure to step into the spotlight leading Winona State football.
Bergstrom, originally from
Burnsville, Minn., played all kinds
of sports growing up but found
that a particular passion lied within
football and college brought with it
excellent opportunities to continue
his career in the sport.
To jumpstart his success, Bergstrom earned both All-Minnesota
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
and honorable mention All-Ameri-

ca selection as a linebacker.
Bergstrom was also named team
Most Valuable Player all while
holding the title of team captain
and was a CoSIDA Academic
All-America honoree as well as the
recipient of an NCAA Postgraduate
Scholarship.
With this vast set of accomplishments, it only seemed proper for
Bergstrom to persist in football.
“Playing college football just
gave me so much more of a passion for the game,” Bergstrom said.
“It was the sport I was the most
serious about playing, so it became
natural to coach it.”
Bergstrom’s very first jobs out
of college were as a strength and
conditioning coach, a substitute
teacher and a football coach.
Though, Bergstrom quickly
found that his favorite part of the

Brian Bergstrom’s roster picture after coming to Winona State University with his family. Contributed by WSU Athletics.

day was the football part, so he
worked his way further into the
depths of the game and became a
graduate assistant at college.
Bergstrom has since racked up
17 years of collegiate coaching
experience and possesses a strong
network of recruiting connections
cultivated over stops at Augustana
University and Gustavus Adolphus
College, his alma mater.
While at Augustana, Bergstrom
was a part of a Viking staff that
won a part of the 2015 Northern
Sun Intercollegiate Conference
South Division Title. That same
year, Augustana also earned a
position in the NCAA Division II
playoffs.
Bergstrom came to the Warriors
from his most recent position as
the defensive coordinator for South
Dakota State University, where he
had been a part of five consecutive
Jackrabbit playoff teams, earning
three trips to the FCS national
semifinals, including a runner-up
finish.
Overall, Bergstrom left his stamp
on strong defensive teams, as is
a trademark of Bergstrom at all
levels.
While his original intent to
coach came from his passion and
the competitiveness of the game,
Bergstrom soon realized that the
true power of the sport lies in its
ability to impact people’s lives and
football certainly proves to be an
excellent platform to help people.
Bergstrom gladly took up the job
offer from Winona State for the
opportunity to be the head coach
after several years as a defensive
coordinator, and with the Warriors’ spectacular football tradition
with Coach Sawyer, it was a very
welcoming culture for him and his
family to merge into.
“The transition from a legendary
coach such as Tom Sawyer into
coach Bergstrom and his staff has

been one of my biggest accomplishments as a senior,” Corrie
King, a defensive lineman, said.
“It’s the hardest change for us.”
As King mentioned, the transition from one coach to another
can be incredibly difficult to adjust
to, but the team has been entirely
hospitable and have come to adapt
to the new regime quite well.
Though the players are not the
only ones adjusting to the change.
Bergstrom comes from several
different coaching positions, but
most recently, he comes from a
Division I school where the players
are perhaps, as he mentioned, a
little bigger and a little better, but
that is simply the nature of football.
“Football’s football,” Bergstrom
said. “Everywhere you go to coach
there is an opportunity to try and
win games on the field but impact
their life off the field.”
While it was difficult to leave
South Dakota State, the size of
Winona State has been a rather
perfect fit. The Winona community
has also been extremely kind to the
Bergstrom family and the openness
with which they were accepted
certainly made it easy to stay.
With the recent accomplishments
that have come with making the
playoffs, Bergstrom has certainly
proven himself as an excellent
coach and an even better mentor.
The Warriors are fortunate enough
to have a leader that will consistently strive for their success on
and off the field.
With this promising season to
hopefully foreshadow his coaching
career at Winona State, Bergstrom
is taking the field by storm and
surging forth to create a lasting legacy that Winona State will remember.
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Upper Iowa University ends the Warrior men’s basketball
winning streak

PRONOB KUMAR
sports reporter
pronob.kumar@go.winona.edu

W

inona State University’s
men’s basketball had their
first taste of losing this season
against Upper Iowa with a score of
82–81.
Upper Iowa was on a losing
streak going into the match against
Winona State. They were behind
the entire game but came out
strong at the end. On the ending
inbounds play and with just five
seconds left in the game, WSU’s
Owen King latched on to the entry
pass and was immediately fouled.
King hit one of his two free throws
to stretch the Warrior advantage to
81-79. Despite this lead, at the ending moment, with a 3-point shot,
Upper Iowa pulled out a victory to
end their losing streak.
Winona State University had
their last three wins at away games.
The last one was with Purdue
Northwest, an aggressive team.
The final score of that match was
65–59 with 46 of the Warriors’
points scored in the second half.
Against Purdue Northwest, Winona State University had a good
defense with four perfect blocks.
One of the Warriors’ senior
player, Owen King, brought back
the lead for the team in the second
half with a three-pointer, while two
rookies, Connor Dillon and Connor
Drew, grew the lead.
Dillon is now seen as a future

Second-year Connor Dillon on the ball for a layup against the Upper
Iowa Peacocks.
star in part because of his scoring
average of 19 points per match. He
even scored 20 points on Tuesday
against Upper Iowa.
After picking up straight wins,
Winona State’s men’s basketball
team was overconfident at some
point. They were so confident that
their defense was unbreakable that
even the head coach Todd Eisner
said, “Defense is always going be
our bread and butter, and what we
focus on and Purdue Northwest
was a really explosive offensive

Freshman Devon Fielding on an attempted point against UIU. The
Winona State Warriors took on the Upper lowa Peacocks on Tuesday, November 22nd. The Warriors & Peacocks fought a close match
with Upper lowa winning with a 3 point buzzer beater (81-82). Connor Dillon lead the scoring with 20 points.

team and so if we defend a high
level we have a good chance of
winning the game.”
This defensive tactic of Winona
State was broken by Upper Iowa
with a new tactic. They stayed
behind and Winona had confidence
that they were doing good. But at
the end of the game, Upper Iowa
pushed their limits and got the win.
For points, Winona State was
mostly dependent on free throws.
As a team, Winona State hit 25 of
61 (41.0%) from the floor in the

CAROLYN HAUSCHILD
photographer
carolyn.hauschild@go.winona.edu

contest. Winona State was 9 for 29
(31.0%) from three-point territory and hit 23 of 26 (83.3%) free
throws.
Both teams were decent in the
game. They had zero technical
fouls and the lead was changed
once by each team in the game.
Following the match, the point
table brings a slight change as well.
With the loss, Winona State moves
to 4-1 overall and 0-1 in the NSIC,
while Upper Iowa improves to 2-3
overall and a 1-0 league mark.
Winona State’s next match is on
Monday Nov. 28, hosting Viterbo University. The Warriors and
V-Hawks will tip off at 7:30 p.m.
at McCown Gymnasium, home of
WNB Financial Court.

CAROLYN HAUSCHILD
photographer
carolyn.hauschild@go.winona.edu
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